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Monuments

1. Mar Ya'acoub (saint Jacob) Monastery

2. Al-Mkhalles (the saviory Monastery
3. 0ld Ain (spring) Kaba

4. 0ld Kaba holds Heritage Houses
5. Saydet Al-Niyah Ancient Church
6. Al-Maghr Ancient Area

0ld Caves, Mar Youhanna (Saint John)

Ancient Monastery

Natural Attractions
1. Water Wheel

2. Perennial Oak Trees
3. Perennial Tree

4. Salinas

5. Al-Blatt Valley
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Monuments
1. Dahr Al-Rouss Ancient Site
holds Old Cemeteries
2. Mar Antonios (saint Anthony) Church
3. Mar Pandalaymon Ancient Church
4. Mar Nohra Ancient Church
5. Al-Madarat Old Cave holds
Sarcophagi, Presses & Vestiges

Natural Attractions

1. Valley

2. Ain Niha Valley

3. Ain (spring) Maria

4. Ain Al-Daya'a (village Spring)

Recreation
1. Annual Festival Site
(Sheikh Raymond Abi Rached Center)
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Monuments
. Old Presses engraved into Rocks
. Harat Al-Qala'a Al-Qadima
(0ld Citadel District)
Old Citadel, Old Stable, Lime Kiln
. Sarcophagi engraved into Rocks
. Mar Takla Ancient Monastery
. Mar Estephan (saint Stephan)
Ancient Church
. Heritage House
. 0ld Oil Press
. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
Ancient Church
. Saydet (our Lady) Al-Khrayeb
Ancient Church
10. Old Airport

Natural Attractions
1. Al-Jimal (camels) Old Cave
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Monuments

1.

Mar Gerges (Saint Georges) Monastery

2. Heritage House
3.
4. Hnouch Ancient Area holds

Mar Elias Ancient Monastery

Vestiges of a Church,
Caves & Sarcophagi

5. Saydet (our Lady) Al-Hercheyeh

6.

7

8.
9.

Ancient Church
Saydet Al-Nouriyyeh Monastery
(includes rooms for overnight guests)

. Mar Semaan (saint Simon)

Ancient Monastery
Al-Mseilha Citadel
Hamat Airport

10. Memorial Statue

Natural Attractions

1.
2.
3.

Oak Valley
Nahr Al-Jawz
Ain (spring) Ghawya

Restaurants

1. Rocca Marine Restaurant 06-540070/541950

Hotels

1

. Beaulieu Hotel 06-540649/03-760341

Recreation

1.
2.

Hamat Youth Sports Club
Ras Al-Chaga’a
Tourism & Environmental Activities
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Monuments
1. Mar Touma (saint Thomas) Monastery
2. Mar Mama Monastery
3. Mar Sarkis Monastery
4. Mar Estephan (saint Stephan) Church
5. Saydet (our Lady) Al-Blata Church
6. Jesus Heart
7. Cross
8. Mar Richa Monastery
9. Mar Doumit Monastery
10. Al-Hosn Ancient Citadel

Natural Attractions

1. Ain (spring) Al-Tahta

2. Perennial Olive Trees

3. Ain Maytouba

4. Ain Al-Fawqa

5. Salib (cross) Bcha'aleh Area

Recreation
1. Amine Rizk Atelier for sculpture
06-715056/03-666409
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Annual festivals are held in the village between

the months of July and August.
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. 0ld Ain (spring) A'aya 3,5 Le e )
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. Mar Mikhael (saint Michael) a3 Jalees sle dniS ¥
Ancient Church
. 0ld Oil Presses Layd ) yuolaat
. Mar Youssef (Saint Joseph) Church g Hle dui€ 0
. Blatet Al- Malissa (Rock) Al ab M 1
very long & overlooking Lgadgag Jslall dc)la Loy
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. Mar Gerges (saint Georges) Monastery o sla sy
. Rocks with Greek Scripts Lobigy bl Lgule (ughia yoiem A

Natural Attractions éacuhll pllegll
1. Ain (spring) A'aya Valley Lie (yae g19 )

The town is characterized by its rocky stone, known as the Kour stone.
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Monuments
1. Mar Youhanna (saint John) Monastery
2. Saydet (our Lady) Chouit Ancient Church
3. Mar Richa Ancient Church
4. Mar Sofia Church
5. Heritage House Known as
Beit Al-Qala'a (The Citadels' House)
6. Saydet Al-Bzaz Ancient Monastery

Natural Attractions

1. Ain (spring) Sghar

2. Al-Yahoud (Jews) Cave

3. Cave inside Saydet Al-Bzaz Monastery
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Mar Mama

Lola Lo

Monuments

1. Mar Mama Ancient Church

2. Grape Press engraved into Rocks
3. Mar Saba Ancient Church

4. Sarcophagi engraved into Rocks

Natural Attractions
1. Obeid Cave's Valley
2. Oak Trees

3. Mar Mama Valley
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Monuments
1. Mar Doumit Ancient Monastery
2. 0Id Olive Press
3. Mar Richa Ancient Church
4. Al-Saydeh (our Lady) Church
nearby Stone Basins,
Wells Carved into Rocks
& Sarcophagus
5. Rocks with Roman Scripts

6. 0ld Cave & Old Cemetery
holds Sarcophagi
Carved into Rocks

Natural Attractions
1. Ain (spring) Al-A'awaini
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Monuments
1. Mar Abda Church
2. Saydet (our Lady) Al-Hawch
Ancient Church
3. Kfifan Ancient Monastery
4. 0ld Mosque
5. Mar Roukoz Church
6. Saydet Al-Nasr Ancient Monastery
7. 0ld Oil Press
8. Wells Carved into Rocks

Natural Attractions
1. Kour Valley

2. Mar Shina Valley

3. Ain (spring) Al-Saqieh

Restaurants

1. Kfifan Resthouse 03-650454

2. Al-Hilm Restaurant
06-580245/580550

Hotels
1. Al-Hilm Hotel
06-580245/580550
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Monuments

1. Mar Doumit Church

2. Saydet (our Lady) Ramat Al-Aja'ibiyyeh
3. Mar Sarkis Ancient Monastery

Natural Attractions
1. Ain (spring) Shmouna

Restaurants

1. Calahoo Restaurant

2. Abou Elie Restaurant

3. Al-Asrar Restaurant 03-407341

4. Ghabat Al-Wadi Restaurant
06-720300/03-875617

5. Jiwar Al-Ghaym Restaurant
03-594786/664452

6. La Copa Restaurant

Hotels
1. Calahoo Hotel
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Monuments

1. Saydet (our Lady) llij

2. Mar Challita Monastery

3. Ram Cross

4. Remains of an Old Church
5. Mar Challita Ancient Church
6. Wells Carved into Rocks

Natural Attractions
1. Ain (spring) Ram
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Smar Jbeil

Monuments aylll plleall

1. Ancient Citadel Sl B )% g 3,5l dald )
& Well engraved into Rocks N

2. Mar Nohra Church | g ole LS Y

3. Al-Saydeh (our Lady) Ancient Church 3,59 3 ol A S ¥

4. Mar Takla Ancient Church 3,391 E e RS ¢

Natural Attractions éycpbll plleall
1. Perennial Oak Tree 5 yane Bl )

Restaurants pclball

1. Al-Talleh Restaurant A @alas )
06-720331/03-643390

2. Smarna Restaurant 03-874633 Lolew @alas ¥

3. Al-Patio Restaurant 58b ) palas ¥
06-720230/03-869197

4. Al-Jneineh Restaurant 03-795021 Lol @alaa ¢
5. Al-Yatoun Restaurant Okl @alas 0
03-270246/890033




Rachana
LiLiul)

Restaurants

1. Rachana Palace Restaurant
06-720002/03-705661

2. Samir Khalifeh Restaurant
06-720331

Hotels
1. Rachana Palace Hotel
06-720002/03-705661

Recreation

1. Alfred Basbous Museum & Exhibition

06-720903

2. Michel and Youssef Basbous
Atelier & Exhibition
06-720310
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An annual international sculpture exhibition is held
during the month of August.
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Monuments

1. Sarcophagi

2. Mar Boutros (saint Peter) Church EYSVNE\PE- T ¢
3. Saint Theodoros (Saint Theodore) 3V 9398 asadll s ¥

Ancient Monastery N

4. Mar Fawga Church (345 5o Ay ¢
5. Ruins of an 0Id Church 3,50 A€ ST 0
6. 0ld Water Mills 3,30 agle o llaa
7. Ottoman Bridge, Arcade ade Sildie yus V¥
8. Al-Saydeh (our Lady) Church el dewdiS A
9. Bassateen Al-A'assi Church ol il A€ A
10. Stone Engraved Bridge Cagomia Gz i ) *
11. Mar Geaorgios (saint Georges) Church e g ole L€ VY
12. Dr. Rachid Ma’atouq Statue Byiae audiy el Sl VY

Natural Attractions
1. Deli Spring

2. Pine Mountains

3. Kfar Helda Cascades
4. Al-Jawz River

Restaurants o<

1. Alta-Gracia Café & Restaurant 03-189154 Lol 521801 alaag g0 )

2. Al-Rabi'h Al-Daem Restaurant & Park PRUPIRPITIPPRIY
06-780029/03-448218

3. Jamal Loubnan Café & Restaurant 03-580720 L5t Jlex gdss alas ¥

4. Ma'atouq Café & Restaurant 03-812884 G @alasg eie ¢

5. Al-Wadi Al-Akhdar Café & Restaurant Y1 o315l @alass gda 0
03-366207

6. Al-Tawahin Café & Restaurant 03-786788 Oelolall @alasy g2e 1

7. Al-Challal Café & Restaurant 06-780065 IOl @alany gae V
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Monuments
1. OId Spring
2. Ruins of Al-Saydeh (our Lady) Church
. Saydet Al-Qala'a Church
. Mar Sema'an (saint Simon)
Al-Amoudi Church
. Sarcophagi
. Mar Elias Ancient Monastery
. Mar Doumit Ancient Church
. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
. Bassa Ancient Monastery
holds an 0ld Oil Press

10. Saydet Al-Saqi
nearby Old Cemeteries

Natural Attractions
1. Old Oak Trees

2. Cave

3. Pine

4. Cedar Woods

5. Water Spring

6. Al-Chir (pit)
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Monuments

. Eyl Phoenician Temple
. Phoenician Temple

. Mahlissa Temple

. Saint John Akoussa Monastery

. Saint Theresea Jesus Child Church

. Saydet Bechwat Church

. Mar Antonios (Saint Anthony)
Al-Bedwani Church

10. Mar Takla Monastery

OCOO~NOGTLWNE

11. Mar Estephan (saint Stephan) Monastery

12. Mar Estephan Hermitage
13. Mar Youhanna (saint John)
Al-Hardini Hermitage
14. Mar Youhanna Monastery
15. Deir Al-Fakhar Hermitage
16. Mar Youssef (saint Joseph) Hermitage
17. Saint Anne Hermitage
18. Mar Efram the Syriac Hermitage
19. Ya'acoub (Jacob) God's
Brother Hermitage
20. Saydet Al-Najat
(Our Lady of Deliverance) Church
21. Mar Sarkis and Bakhos Church
22. Mar China Church
23. Saint Hardini Monastery
24. Mar Touma (Saint Thomas) Church
25. Mar Challita and Nohra Church
26. Mar Tedros (saint Theodore) Church

. Roman temple of the God Mercurios

. Saydet (our Lady) Karm Raba’a Church
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27. Mar Elias Church
28. Mar Gerges (Saint Georges)
& Adna Church
29. Mar Gerges Church (kfour)
30. Mar Fawga Hermitage
31. Mar Fawga Monastery
32. Saydet Al-Qala’a Church
33. Mar Richa Monastery
34. Mar Sarkis Al-Qarn Hermitage
35. Mar Sarkis Al-Qarn Monastery

Hotels

1. Hardini Inn
06-770500/770502
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Monuments
1. OId Structure
2. 0ld Mosque
3. 0ld Tower
4. 0ld Cemetery
5. Well Carved into Rocks
6. Al-Mir Ancient Cellar
holds Old Olive Presses
7. Remains of Heritage Houses

Natural Attractions
1. Ain (spring) Ras Nhash
2. Nahr Al-Jawz

3. 0ak Wood

4. Several Caves
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Monuments ayplll plleall
1. Saint Georges Church RS V- P g
2. Saint Estephan (stephan) Church olabast Hledu &Y
3. Saint Rita Church Ly dpaall 2 S Y
4. Fortress & Roman Theatre lag) g rmagdald ¢
Restaurants pclbgall
1. Maracina Restaurant 06-744343 Ligsl p0 ealas )
2. Al-Mina Café restaurant 06-740188 Lisoll @alas ¥
3. Le Garage Snack 03-323897 oS ¢l Y
4. 0ld Cheers Pub-Restaurant 03-976968/348304 3, .z .Jsl &ilag alos ¢
5. Al-Tempo Pub-Restaurant 03-838364 el Lila g @alaa 0
6. Tarabich Pub-Restaurant 03-309921 Gl el Bl g @alas
7. Jar Bar Pub 03-878258 Lok alsy
8. Grandiz el 52 @alas A
9. Al-Divino Pub-Restaurant 06-740496 Saiadl Ll g @alan
10. Le Marine Restaurant 03-328678/06-744016 Oole ol )
11. La Marguerita Snack Bar 03-623910/744911 |52 5La ¥ L Iliw V)
12. Droopy Snack-Restaurant (2903 Aliug @alaa VY
03-814279/06-743464 N
13. Blaze Snack Bar 06-740296 Sk el vy
14. Ana Wa Marti Snack 03-463108 iy Bl Wl vt
15. Layali Alatika Café-Restaurant aagall LY giag @alas 10
03-712029/06-744977 )

16. Co Crepe S 58 @alae V1
17. Al-Bazerkan Restaurant OS5 @alaa VY
(Aqualand Resort) 06-642201/742741 ( _._'.y\,g‘yl t__.,;.;,Q)
18. Momentos Restaurant Ssiilegell @alaa VA
(Batroun Village Club resort) ('S ks g% pmiie)

03-610863/822903/06-744334
19. Vivas Night 03-081234 coli yulas ‘uJM AR
20. Chez Hilmi Café 03-358328 aolS el s Y-
21. Booz Pub - Restaurant 03-829376/06-642982 39 Blag @alas Y
22. Peter S alas YY
23. Siglo 6 Night - Restaurant 03-441594 OiSen glises Bl g @alaa YY
24. Royal Pizza Restaurant 06-642905 13 Jlg) alas e
25. B-Hive Night-Restaurant 03-394769 Gl 3 aleg @alas YO
26. Beit Merchak Pub-Restaurant BLE ye o Wil @alae Y1

03-744831/06-740050
27. Rim 06-740121 ) Yv
28. TerraLuna Café- Restaurant 03-373001/773089 Lig) | .5 ,g¢3as (slas YA
29. Chahine Café 06-740292 Ounli Lgde YA
30. Taiga Night-Restaurant 03-499408 Luls glag @alaa ¥

31. Centro Night-Restaurant 03-431122/222152 5l glag @alas )

32. Utica Pub 03-778064 (S Bl YY
33. Jessy Juice 06-741564 iy YT
34. Cafeolle T s dalS ve
35. Cancun OsS o8 Yo
36. Castello Pub-Restaurant 03-694877/910710  sua.lS ailsy (adas Y1
37. Joey's Snack 03-513996,/06-744996 Sag> i YV
38. Joola's Pizza Restaurant 03-297304/06-744304  394a {35y @alas YA
39. Philip's Snack 03-507147/06-742426 b ellin YA
40. Void Night 03-720162/848202 98 gle bt
41. Tea House Café 03-243077/06-642214 uola 3 e )
42. Bayamo Night 03-888273 gabil gl tY
43. Rafaat Hallab Café 06-742620 Ol cady gl £Y
44. Dunkin's Donut (san Stefano Resort) OligS (S5 @alan bt
06-642366/643201/2 ($3Lasion Olaw poriia)

45, Paradox 08935k ealan £0
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46. VIP Night s ) B ele £
(San Stephano Resort) 03-575556 (3:@:“ (;L., miia)
47. 0ld Souk Restaurants (2aall Byl @allas £V
o Al-Wassim Café 06-742824 el 45a ©
o Chamma Café 06-743139 Lot ,g2e ©
© Hannouch Uigi ealas O
o La Pita Ly ¥ eabas ©
© Mi Café (La Main D'or) 06-642582 (L oleY) 4lS Lo ©
o Mseilha Restaurant 03-668827 Axliuell @alas ©
o The King 06-740898 S 13 @alae ©
o Oregano Restaurant 06-743146/03-347212 $lyg¥l @alae ©
o Seven Doors Pub-Restaurant 393 (e Ll g ealas ©
Hotels wialiall
1. Aqualand (Beach Resort) 06-642201/742741 ($rms i) .c.‘z't,si \
2. Batroun Village Club (Hill Resort) (6 pmiie) QoS ZOd (g% ¥
06-743334/744333
3. San Stephano (Beach Resort) (& p=ie) pladin olu ¥
06-642366/643201/2
4. Sawary (Beach Resort) 06-642100-1-2-3 (3 e=iie) olgumnll
Beaches ulwall
1. Blue Bay bl

2. Public Beaches (Bahsa, Gi ileh,...) (&1 hade amy) dale zilisa ¥

O



Monuments
1. Municipality Palace
2. Tower Fortress
3. Liberty
4. Zoubeida Castle
5. Roman Baths
6. Pagan Temple
7. Geimoun Fortress
8. Mar Ya'acoub (saint Jacob) Church
9. 0Id Mill
10. Al-Rehban Mill
11. Al-Ra’aydeih Mill
12. Al-Qassoub Mill
13. Saint Challita Ancient Monastery
14. The Canonized
Nehmatallah Al-Hardini House
15. Saydet (our Lady) Resurrection Church
16. The Holy Maronite Sister Monastery

17. Saydet Harisa Church

18. Saydet Harisa Church

19. Saydet Bechara Church

20. Zouweila Church Al-Laglouq

21. Zouweila Monastery Al-Laglouq
22. Ain Al-Dahab Church

23. Saint Anthony Houb Monastery
24. Houb Hermitage

25. Mar Mikhael (saint Michael) Monastery
26. Al-Saydeh Church

27. Mar Boutros (saint Peter) Church

28. Mar Antonious (saint Anthony) Church
29. Mar Ya’acoub (saint Jacob) Hermitage
30. Mar Gerges (saint Georges) Church

Natural Attractions

1. Tannourine Cedars Nature Reserve
2. Ba'atara Water Drain - Bala'a

3. Rouma Spring

4. Ain (spring) Al-Raha Valley

5. Al-Rahwa Spring Cave

Restaurants
1. Restaurant near Nahr Al-Jawz Stream
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Bcha'aleh

Monuments

1. Saint John the Baptist Monastery
2. Heritage Houses

3. 0ld Souk

4. Saint Challita Church

5. Saint Doumit Church

6. Saint Nohra Church

Hotels
1. Douma Hotel
06-520202/6
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Mrah Al-Hajj
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Monuments
1. Mar Gerges (saint Georges) Church
2. Mar Assia Monastery
3. Mar Saba Shrine
( ins of an Ancient M y)
4. Mar Touma Shrine
( ins of an Ancient y)
5. Saydet (our Lady) Fasa Church
6. Saydet Al-Qala'a Church
7. Cemeteries and Ruins

Natural Attractions
1. Ain (spring) Al-Blatt
2. Ain Al-Ghar

3. Ain Al-Bassateen
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Bcha'aleh
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The name Kouba is derived from the Aramaic language,
meaning “the cup or goblet.” The town is home to ancient
cemeteries engraved into rocks and caves inhabited by
prehistoric man. The remains of Stone Age tools, such as
awls, knives, javelins, and stone axes, were found in these
caves and are now on display at the Museum of Université
Saint Joseph in Beirut. In addition, one of these caves has
been transformed into a sanctuary for Saint John the Baptist.
Among the more recent vestiges in the town are a Crusader
era church and the Monastery of Saint Sauveur (the Savior).
The Mar Ya’acoub (Saint Jacob) Church was built over a pagan
temple, but the only remains of this church today are sections
of a Crusader wall on its western side.
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The town of Bajdarfel derives its name from the Aramaic
language, meaning “the place of the fissured wall.” Bajdarfel is
home to several archaeological remains, including Al-Madarat
Cave to the west of the town. This cave is composed of
numerous rocky holes feeding into to a long tunnel. Nearby are
remains of an old structure and press stones. The town also
includes vestiges of Phoenician sarcophagi.

The religious monuments of Bajdarfel include Mar
Pandalaymon Church (built around 1763), dedicated to the
patron saint of the village, who is believed to help women

who are trying to conceive. Near this church stands a large
statue for Mar Pandalaymon. Other old churches in the town
include the Church of Mar Nohra (1890) and the Church of Mar
Antonios (Saint Anthony) Al-Bedwani (1911). In 2001, a large
statue of Our Lady of Bajderfel was erected in the town square.
Since 2001, an annual summer festival is held in the village
square, attracting many youth from around the area.
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Wajh Al-Hajar is situated at the southern part of Ras Al-
Chaqga’a and overlooks the town of Sela’ata and the sea. The
town derives its name from the Phoenician language, meaning
“god’s face.” However, after the Christianization of the country,
the town’s residents changed its name to “stone’s face” to
show their contempt for idol worship.

Wajh Al-Hajar is home to several old monuments, including the
remains of a citadel and stone sarcophagi carved into rocks, in
addition to the Church of Mar Estephan (Saint Stephan), dating
from the mid-19th century, with a beautiful iconostas carved
into wood.
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Hamat is situated at Ras Al-Chaga’a in the area of Qoueita’a. It
derives its name from the Phoenician language, meaning “fever.”
Hamat is home to various Christian vestiges, including Saydet (Our
Lady) Al-Nouriyyeh Monastery, first built at the edge of the mountain
in 300 A.D. and then moved to the top of the mountain in 1880.
The monastery is a pilgrimage site for believers from all religions,
from throughout Lebanon and the neighboring areas. The town

is also home to Mar Elias Monastery, which has been renovated
and was built over the ruins of a pagan temple, in addition to Mar
Gerges (Saint Georges) Monastery, which has beautiful colored
paintings depicting Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary.

Among Hamat'’s archaeological remains is Al-Mseilha Citadel,
located on the northern bank of the Al-Jawz River, and which can
be seen from the Beirut-Tripoli highway. In the area of Hnouch
(Old Jigurta) are found some old wells, sarcophagi, and stone
presses that were destroyed in an earthquake in 551 A.D. In the
area of Bwab Al-Hawa stands a historical statue dating to 1943,
established by the British forces to commemorate building the
road that links the town to the coast in only 100 days.
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The name Bcha’aleh is derived from the Semitic language,
meaning “the high distinguished place.” Bcha'aleh is
surrounded by a forest of oak and egylops trees, and it is
known for its old olive trees, some dating back to 4000 B.C.,
which are still fruitful today. It has several springs, the most
important of which are Maytouba spring, Ain Al-Fawga, and Ain
Al-Tahta. Bcha’aleh is home to many old churches, including:
Mar Estephan (Saint Stephan) Church, dating to 1880 and
built from solid limestone extracted from the village; Saydet
(Our Lady) Al-Blata Church (built around 1600); Mar Mama;
Mar Saba; Mar Touma (Saint Thomas); Mar Sarkis and
Bakhos, which are old monasteries of an unknown date; and
Mar Doumit Monastery, which was built with stones carrying
Greek inscriptions and which was largely demolished (only the
church is still standing).

Bcha’aleh is also home to a rock-carved hermitage called
Al-Habis, some old sarcophagi, and Al-Hosn Citadel, located
at the northeastern part of the town and dating back to the
Phoenician era. The town also includes the workshop of
sculptor Amine Rizk, known for his religious sculptures and
other Bcha’aleh limestone sculptures.
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The town’s name is derived from the Aramaic language,
meaning “forge,” “a metal melting oven,” or “the balance of
love.” It is also related to the word “Al-Jundi” (“the soldier”), in
reference to the settlement of Mamluke soldiers in the town
at the end of the 13th century after they invaded the area and
displaced its residents.

The town is home to several churches and monasteries that
were once tiled with mosaics. Among the town’s historical
vestiges are the Church of Mar Mikhael and Jebrael (Saint
Michael and Gabriel), ancient inscriptions in the name of the
Emperor Adrianos prohibiting the cutting of trees, as well as
100 wells carved into rocks, most of which have been buried
over time.

oan 4 ,all @i pieall ey Aayaall Aa il A1 I Aewat! Jusl sgay
bfly‘jwmluﬁi.}ﬂuj‘ Aolio| (Al agall fye 4yl Ganol gl
£33 M 3gma oLizg LT e Lalgm g (30 L sLo RunalS. sl 2y 31
Ao G @) CBoeS WM (e (sSall (rdadll B s Llay Wlling . (paslial]
S5l o 30iS Llss & (Sl ) g2l5a9 9aall (g el Ayl ) Gou
EWATOEIE N ol A

The town of Sghar derives its name from the Phoenician
language, meaning “small.” Sghar is home to some Phoenician
stone sarcophagi, as well as many historical churches and
monasteries, including: Mar Richa Church, surrounded by
vestiges of wells and structures dating back to the Crusader
era; the remains of Saydet (Our Lady) Al-Qattine Monastery,
standing inside three caves with an altar, arcades, arches; the
Church of Saydet Al-Bzaz; and the ruins of a Byzantine church.
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Mar Mama'’s name is related to a saint monk, for whom

a church was established and dedicated in the village. The
Church of Mar Mama was built in 1872 over the ruins of a
pagan temple with a tunnel and mosaic vestiges. The town is
also home to some ancient stone sarcophagi.
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The town of Racha derives its name from the Phoenician
language, meaning “the top of the mountain.” Racha is home
to numerous stone sarcophagi and wells carved into rocks
as well as some Roman inscriptions from Emperor Adrianos’
era. Racha is characterized by its naturally beautiful site
surrounded by trees, olive fields, and vineyards.
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The name of Kfifan is derived from the Syriac word meaning
“the small domed place.” Kfifan was named as such

in reference to its old structures. It is home to various
archaeological remains, including several wells and sarcophagi
carved into rocks, and Roman inscriptions dating to Emperor
Adrianos’ era, located in the valley of Kour inside Kfifan.



To the east of the village stands a group of wells that were
surrounded by an ancient wall whose remains are still
apparent today. Next to the wall stands an observation tower
in a cave carved into rocks. An old mosque preserved inside
a new mosque structure can be seen in the town and is still
under construction.

The most important religious vestige in Kfifan is the Mar
Qabrianos and Youstina Monastery, dating from the Crusader
era. This monastery was the center of the Patriarchate of the
Maronite sect during the 11th century, and later became the
property of the Lebanese Maronite Monastic Order in 1765.
The monastery is home to the body of Saint Nehmatallah
Al-Hardini (1808-1858), a well as the body of the miraculous
Istfan Nehmeh Al-Lahfadi. Moreover, Saint Charbel Makhlouf
also lived in this monastery.

Other religious vestiges include Mar Abda Church, which dates
to the 16th century; Mar Roukoz Church, built in 1877; and
Saydet (Our Lady) Al-Nasr Church, from 1837.
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The name of Jran is derived from the Phoenician-Aramaic
language, meaning “crushing.” Jran is home to many
archaeological remnants, including an ancient stone
sarcophagus, the historical water spring of Ain Shmouna, and
the remains of a Roman temple.

The town also is home to Mar Doumit Church, which was built
over the ruins of a pagan temple and contains a crown and two
Roman pillars next to its altar; Mar Sarkis and Bakhos Church,
dating to the Byzantine era; and Saydet Ramat Church, from
the mid-18th century.
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Ram’s name is derived from the Aramaic-Syriac language,
meaning “the elevated.” Ram is considered to be a very old
village and is home to the remains of Al-Salib (Cross) Church,
dating from the era of Saint Helena (248-328). Only part of the
church’s mosaic can still be seen. The town also has ancient
sarcophagi carved into rocks, as well as other sarcophagi
whose stone covers were used as doorsteps for village
houses, and a number of rocky wells.
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The town’s name is derived from the Phoenician language,
meaning “the guardian of Jbeil.” Smar Jbeil is home to the
structure of Al-Madina Al-Kashfiyya (“the Scout City”), the only
city of its kind in Lebanon, established in 1974, and part of
which has been transformed into a military barrack.

Among the most important vestiges in the town is the Citadel
of Smar Jbeil, dating back to the Phoenician times. The

citadel was later occupied by the Romans, who left various
inscriptions on its northern wall, followed by the Crusaders,
who built cellars next to its towers and a church to the east of
the citadel. The citadel is also characterized by its wells carved
into rocks and its deep tunnels.

Smar Jbeil is also home to several historical churches. These
include: Al-Zwar Church, located next to the citadel and dating
from the early Christian era; Al-Saydeh (Our Lady) Church, built
before the Crusader era; and Mar Nohra Church, established
during the early Christian era and with Syriac inscriptions on its
eastern wall. Above the entrance of this church lies a sculpture
of eleven stone rings in a cross shape, out of which hangs

a vessel. In the village of Smar Jbeil stand two ancient pillars,
between which an old cemetery has been discovered.
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Rachana’s name is derived from the Phoenician language,
meaning “the small peak.” In the middle of the 20th century,
Rachana’s name gained significance in the field of arts when
the Basbous brothers (Michel, Alfred, and Youssef) spread
their sculptures all over the town, transforming it into an

open air museum. This talent was passed on to the second
generation of Basbous family, who preserved the family’s art
school.

In 1994, the brothers Alfred and Youssef Basbous hosted the
“International Sculptor Atelier” in Rachana, through which a
number of international sculptors of different nationalities left
their works in the village. This event still takes place during the
month of August of each year, and new sculptures are added
every year alongside the sculptures of the Basbous family. As
a result of this active sculpture project, Rachana has been
named the “International Capital of Sculpture in Open Air” by
UNESCO.
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Some researchers argue that Ras Nhash derives its name
from the Syriac word meaning “copper,” while others relate it
to the Aramaic word meaning “charming and distinguished.”
Next to the town are located some old natural caves that were
once used as hermitages. In the middle of the town stands

a tower dating back to the Arab era, with tiger paintings near
its entrance, in addition to an old mosque that may have been
built during the same period.
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The town was originally named “Kfour Al-Arabi,” in reference

to its being the residence of many old generations. The

name was then modified according to the accent of the local
population to Kfour Al-Arabi. Others consider the town’s name
to be derived from its Al-Arabi “Carriage” shape. Roman
monetary pieces engraved with the head of the Emperor
Constantine were found in the town, in addition to a historical
fountain, an old Byzantine church, and sarcophagi and old
cemeteries on the mountainside. The town is also home to the
Church of Saydet Al-Qala’a Al-Aja’ibiyyeh, built in an elevated
place between the suburbs of Hardine and Al-Kfour. The
church’s structure is an old temple inside a cave, part of which
is natural and part of which was sculpted by hand. The church
is surrounded by old ruins.
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The name Kfar Helda is derived from the Syriac language,
meaning “the mole’s place.” The town is home to a citadel,
cemeteries, sarcophagi, and rock inscriptions. There are
several old water mills situated along the town’s rivers,
including the Al-Musailha mill at the Al-Jawz River’s point of
discharge. Kfar Helda is home to several historical churches,
among which are Mar Fawga Church, built around the 19th
century; Mar Theodoros (Saint Theodore) Byzantine Church,
dating to the 6th and 7th centuries A.D.; and the remains of
Mar Boutros (Saint Peter) Church, established during the 5th
century A.D.
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The name of Hardine is derived from the Syriac language,
meaning “the scared people,” referring to people who fear and
respect God. The town has also been known as “the Village
of Faith and Religion,” “the Village of the 30 Monasteries and
Churches,” “the First Village to Know Christianity in Mount
Lebanon,” and “the First to be Mentioned among the Villages.”
Hardine is rich with monuments. Around 50 sarcophagi
engraved into rocks were found in the town. Moreover, in the
midst of Hardine appears the famous and unique “Blata,”
a rocky plain cut at its middle by the highway, which used to
be part of a large Roman temple. In the valleys of Hardine are
various caves that were transformed during the Phoenician and
Christian eras into hermitages named after martyrs and saints.
Hardine is also home to the remains of the temple of the God
Mercurios, dating to the Roman era and known as “the Roman
Place of Hardine.” Roman inscriptions carved into rocks have
been discovered in the town, and a large pagan temple, known
s “Rocks’ Temples” was found in the area of Musailaha.
In the area of Al-Chmeiss stands the remains of an ancient
temple and stone statues of a Phoenician god.
Important religious heritage sites in Hardine include: Saydet
Al-Qala’a Hermitage, built in a cavity inside the Mount of
Hardine; Mar Takla Church in Haret Kassab; Mar Estephan
Monastery and Hermitage; and Mar Gerges and Adna Church,
characterized by its two altars, one Maronite and one Syriac.
The town is also home to Mar Tadros (Saint Theodore) Church,
considered among the oldest churches built according to the
early Maronite style; the churches of Mar Challita, Mar Nohra,
and Mar Elias, all engraved into rocks; Mar Fawga Al-Syriani
Monastery and Church; Mar Youhanna Al-Shqif Monastery,
established during the Crusader era by Latin monks; and the



Crusader Hermitage of Mar Youhanna Al-Shqif, known today
as Al-Toubawi Hermitage. Mar Sarkis Monastery, dating back
to the 9th century A.D., is the oldest monastery on the Mount
of Hardine and was once the Patriarchal center from 1297 to
1404.

Hardine is an important religious pilgrimage center for
believers who come from all regions to visit the house and
hermitage of Al-Toubawi Nehmatalla Kassab Al-Hardini.
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Al-Batroun’s name is derived from the Phoenician language,
from the root word “bater,” which means “cut,” in reference

to the Al-Batroun maritime wall which was cut into rocks.

The town is home to archaeological vestiges from several
consecutive eras through history.

In the districts of old Al-Batroun stands a Phoenician citadel
(9th century B.C.), which was demolished by an earthquake on
the 9th of July 551 B.C. and later restored by the residents to
look as it does today. In the area of Mrah Al-Sheikh are the
remains of a Roman amphitheater, where only 11 steps are
still apparent. In the southern part of the city are found several
Roman tombs and sarcophagi, and the coast hosts an ancient,
natural port that is still used as harbor for fishing boats.
Al-Batroun’s religious sites include Mar Estephan Maronite
Cathedral, considered to be one of Lebanon’s largest
churches. This cathedral was built over the remains of an old
Crusader church and is characterized by an architectural style
combining Byzantine and Roman influences. The town is also
home to Mar Gerges Orthodox Church, built in the Byzantine
style with a uniqgue dome, and the 19th century Church of
Saydet Al-Bahr, built over the ruins of a Phoenician temple and
containing four icons painted with gold.



Several of Al-Batroun’s old streets constitute the souq,

which was built with sandstone from the surrounding area.
Old handicrafts are still made in this souk, such as sewing,
shoemaking, and smithery.

There are several tourism resorts in Al-Batroun, as well as
rocky and sandy beaches within maritime resorts. Lately,
several modern night clubs have been opened inside old
arcaded structures and old houses. Al-Batroun is also famous
for its lemonade, as it is surrounded by many citrus fields.
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Douma’s name is derived from the Phoenician language,
meaning “The quiet, peaceful and restful.” This red-roofed
town, which stands at the head of a long fertile valley

known as Kfar Hilda and Bassateen Al-A’assi, is proud of its
ancient remnants. In the town square sits a 4th century A.D.
sarcophagus, bearing a Greek inscription recording that this
was the burial place of Castor, who died in 317 A.D. Castor
was a priest of the two gods Hygeia and Asklepios, who were
Greek gods of health and healing. Other ancient remains in
Douma are set into the walls of the Churches of Mar Doumit
and Mar Challita. On the post office lawn nearby are some
millstones and oil presses, probably from the late Roman or
Byzantine times. Near the roadside just above the town is the
ancient Church of Mar Nohra, built into the rock. The church
yard is shaded with a Mediterranean oak, and this beautiful
spot is a pleasant place for a picnic (stone picnic tables are
provided).
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The name Tannourine is the plural of Tannour, derived from the
Syriac language, meaning “bread stoves.” Other researchers
believe that the word Tannourine originally referred to
“enlightened.” The village of Tannourine lies in a splendidly
beautiful area near the mountain of Tannourine. The village
also shares its name with a cedar forest of some 60,000
trees distributed on an approximately 600 hectare piece of
land. This forest, which lies at an altitude ranging from 1,200
and 1,850 meters, was been classified as a nature reserve in
February 1999. The Tannourine cedars can be seen along the
road that goes north to Hadath Al-Jibbeh, in the direction of
Bcharre, the Qadisha Valley, and the Cedars of Arz Ar-Rab.
The Tannourine area is known for its large sinkhole known

as Bala’a. A 300-meter walk brings you to this dizzying open
cavern some 255 meters deep. Three natural bridges — the
middle one is the most spectacular — complete the scene. If
you visit the area in springtime, you can see an impressive
waterfall some 90 meters high. A river disappears into the
cave, never to be seen again, hence its name Bala’a or
“drain.” Besides the sinkhole, the surrounding hills invite
exploration. This is a pleasant place for a picnic as well.

In and around Tannourine village are numerous scattered
remnants from pre-Roman, Roman, and Byzantine times. The
Crusader Church of Mar Challita is further evidence of the
village’s long history, and even today the saint is honored in an
annual feast on August 20.
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The town's name derives from the Syria language, meaning
"the doctor." The archeological sites in Assia include Saint
Gerges Church (1846), remains of Saint Assia monastery that
is built over Roman ruins, as well as the remains of Mar Saba
Maronite monastery.

At the southern outskirts of the village, Saydet Al-Qala'a
Church stands on a hill surrounded by sarcophagi carved into
rocks, in addition to olive and grape rock presses. During the
summer of 2002, a 4.05 meter-high statue of the Virgin Mary
was built near the Al-Saydeh Church. Recent discoveries have
unearthed other sarcophagi on the west side of Mar Gerges
Church.

Assia's good quality soil has also helped to distinguish its
pottery handicrafts trade.






